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April 16, 2021 
 
 
Chief David Nisleit 
San Diego Police Department  
1401 Broadway 
San Diego, CA  92101 
 
Chief Omar Watson, Commander of Border Division 
California Highway Patrol 
9330 Farnham Street 
San Diego, CA  92123 
 
 
Re:  Fatal shooting of Mr. Christopher Ulmer by California Highway Patrol Officers Lauren 
Chi, John Holm, Pakko Mendez, and Javier Mendoza and San Diego Police Officers Patrick 
Harvey and Edward Pidgeon on October  4, 2020; SDSO Case No. 20141954; DA Special 
Operations Case No. 20-130PS; Deputy District Attorney assigned: Stephen Marquardt 
 
Dear Chiefs, 
 
We have reviewed the materials compiled by the San Diego Sheriff’s Department Homicide Unit 
concerning the shooting of Christopher Ulmer. District Attorney Investigators responded to the scene 
and were briefed by detectives. This case was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office on December 
30, 2020. 
 
Summary 
On October 3, 2020, officers from the Santa Ana Police Department attempted to initiate a traffic stop 
after observing multiple Vehicle Code violations and suspecting the driver of being under the 
influence. The driver, Christopher Ulmer, failed to yield. A vehicle pursuit ensued and Ulmer drove 
into San Diego County, ultimately stopping on Interstate 805 near Olympic Parkway. Ulmer opened 
his driver-side door, but remained in the driver seat and did not follow commands. Officers told Ulmer 
to exit the vehicle with his hands up. After minutes passed Ulmer abruptly stood up outside of the 
vehicle and pointed a black elongated item toward the officers, while adopting a shooting stance. 
Multiple officers discharged their firearms at Ulmer. Ulmer fell, then quickly stood up, and again 
pointed his outstretched right arm toward the officers. Officers fired again and Ulmer fell. While the 
officers believed he was shooting at them with a gun they found a black elongated toothbrush case 
under Ulmer’s torso. No firearm was located during a search of Ulmer and his vehicle. Four CHP and 
two SDPD officers discharged their weapons and Ulmer was struck multiple times. Paramedics 
transported Ulmer to UCSD Hospital, where he was pronounced deceased at 2:09 a.m. An autopsy was 
conducted on October 5, 2020. Toxicological testing detected methamphetamine and metabolite 




















